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The Friends of Museum is now 10 years old.
Photos taken in November 2009
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A View From The Chair
Heather Morrisey

Dear Friends,

What a cold and snowy winter we’ve been having, I hope that spring will be on the way soon. Our December meeting was well-attended in spite of the snow and we enjoyed a fascinating talk about optical toys from Keith and Jennifer Utteridge with their Magic Lantern. My apologies to anyone who brought along old toys to show to us all; after the coffee break many people started leaving as the snow was beginning to fall more thickly and the meeting ended rather prematurely. 

Last November we celebrated 10 years of the Friends of North Somerset Museum. It was on November 10th 1999 that our support group for the museum was formed. We are needed even more today as financial restraints are threatening our museum and we need to show how much we care for this important resource to remain open for research and enjoyment. Please see the report by our Museum Manager, Nick Goff, later in this newsletter. We celebrated our anniversary at our meeting in November with a cake and many of you were there to celebrate with us. 

In December we said goodbye to Liz Neathey, museum officer, who for seven years has been looking after the museum’s social history. We shall miss her but wish her well in her new job.

The new year brings talks by Pat Hase, local historian, on pictures in the museum’s collection of ‘Weston Worthies’, and on Wednesday February 24th a welcome return by Terry Temlett who will give us part 2 of the very popular ‘Somerset and Dorset Railway’.

An important date for your diary is the AGM which will take place on Wednesday March 24th at 7pm. We would like as many members as possible to attend to hear the yearly reports and to vote for officers and members of the committee. We have vacancies on the committee and welcome nominations. The meeting will be followed by refreshments and a speaker, so please come along and support us.

I look forward to seeing you all again soon
Liz leaves the museum
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We were sorry to say goodbye to Liz Neathey who has left the museum to go to a wonderful job in Romford where she will be setting up and managing a new museum. Before she left we presented her with a lovely picture of Weston from the Friends, the volunteers and the gallery guides. She is now settled in her new home.  

Forthcoming Events

The Somerset and Dorset Railway Part 2

Wednesday, February 24th at 7.30 pm, a welcome return by Terry Temlett who will give us part 2 of this very popular talk.

Annual General Meeting

Wednesday, March 24th at 7pm.  AGM, all members are requested to attend. 

To be followed by refreshments and a speaker, non-members will be welcome to attend after the AGM is completed. 

AGM
to be followed by

‘Who was Amelia Edwards?’ Cyril Routley will give a talk about some of the blue plaques in Bristol and around our area.




The Royal Hotel 
Brian Austin

The Royal Hotel stands on the site of a farm that belonged to Richard Jones (1731-1817) but which burned down in a dramatic fire in 1792. The land belonged to the Squire and he continued to lease it for cattle (etc) until 1808 when he sold the three fields to William Cox and Richard Parsley.

These two local developers had previously co-operated with the Pigott Lords of the Manor but had been involved in a major falling out with them. From 1808 onward “Cox and Parsley” worked to benefit Weston and themselves whilst sidelining the Pigotts.

The first major project for the partners was to build and open a hotel on Jones’ farm site. The  Indentures were signed on 28 September 1808 and the hotel opened in 1810 under the management of James Needham (of whom almost nothing is known).

Needham was over ambitious and failed in 1811 when all the furniture and fittings had to be sold off, but the business was taken on by the pragmatic John Sawtell who concentrated on summer trade with surprisingly large numbers of visitors arriving by stage-coach.

Sadly Sawtell dropped dead in 1817 and his wife had to be removed forcibly afterwards, tied to a chair actually! This allowed Richard Fry of Myrtle Cottage (Barcode site) to take over. Fry also created the  Bath Hotel (now the Imperial).

In 1824, the lease passed to John Reeve, late of Reeves Hotel on College Green, Bristol and in 1834 he purchased the hotel and land from the Cox-Passley estate for $ 3200 placing Thomas Rogers as the new manager. Then, in 1847, Rogers bought it from Reeve form £ 4,900. It should be noted that the oft-quoted ‘Rogers Fields’ name for the ground outside the hotel could not have been used before Rogers arrived and probably not before that 1847 date.

Messrs Reeves and Rogers were not working class men and both served on the Council of that time, the “Town Commissioners”. They worked hard to make the place ‘respectable’ and the work paid off in 1856 when the Prince of Wales stayed overnight.- Thereby causing “The Hotel” to become the “Royal Hotel”.

Weston being as it was, it is worth noting that the reason that the Bath Hotel became the Imperial was that the only thing more important than a king (royal) was an Emperor (Imperial).

There was a lot of that going on back then!

Watch out for a BBC series on both radio and television called

‘ History of the World’

this will feature items from local museums and private collections which have been influential in changing our history.

North Somerset Museum will be participating in some of the programmes. There is also a BBC website which features a picture from our museum.
Wells Museum are hosting two exhibitions

 ‘Treasures from the Earth’   and ‘New History Landscape Archaeology of Mendip’  from February 27th–May 16th.

‘Treasures from the Earth’ will then be hosted at North Somerset Museum in August.

The purpose of these exhibitions is to inspire everyone to get involved in local archaeology. 

Watch out for more information.



The Veteran on a 10 dollars Canadian bank note
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If you look at the back right-hand side of a Canadian $10 bank note, you will see an old veteran standing at attention near the Ottawa war memorial. His name is Robert Metcalfe and he died in 2008 at the age of 90. 

That he managed to live to that age is rather remarkable, given what happened in the Second World War. Born in England , he was one of the 400,000 members of the British Expeditionary Force sent to the mainland where they found themselves facing the new German warfare technique - the Blitzkrieg. 
He was treating a wounded comrade when he was hit in the legs by shrapnel. 
En route to hospital, his ambulance came under fire from a German tank, which then miraculously ceased fire. Evacuated from Dunkirk on HMS Grenade, two of the sister ships with them were sunk. 
Recovered, he was sent to allied campaigns in North Africa and Italy . En route his ship was chased by the German battleship Bismarck . 
In North Africa he served under General Montgomery against the Desert Fox, Rommel. 
Sent into the Italian campaign, he met his future wife, a lieutenant and physiotherapist in a Canadian hospital. They were married in the morning by the mayor of the Italian town, and again in the afternoon by a British padre. 
After the war they settled in Chatham where he went into politics and became the warden (chairman) of the county and on his retirement he and his wife moved to Ottawa . At the age of 80 he wrote a book about his experiences. 
One day out of the blue he received a call from a government official asking him to go downtown for a photo op. He wasn't told what the photo was for or why they chose him. 'He had no idea he would be on the bill,' his daughter said. 

AN EXPEDITION TO MONTEZUMA
Vivien Pratt

Long before Christmas a group of us booked a coach trip to see the Montezuma Exhibition at the British Museum on Wednesday 13th January. And then came the cold weather and snow. We wondered if the coach would still go and kept contacting the company to see if the trip would still go ahead.

So early morning in the dark and cold , we boarded the coach and were on our way past white, white countryside with beautiful trees. The road was clear of snow or ice with less traffic than usual, we arrived at the British Museum in good time.

The British Museum is a beautiful and interesting building and inside there is such a wealth of treasures. As we had time before our ticket entrance to the exhibition, we went to see the recently discovered Staffordshire Hoard. These intricately fashioned fragments are beautiful and, with some soil still clinging to them that, for me, made them feel really alive.

The first thing you learn is that his name should be Moctezuma not Montezuma. The exhibition tells the story of the conflict between the Old and New Worlds by the use of very clear and informative narrative      boards throughout. Focus is on one man, Moctezuma, his ancestry, coronation and luxurious court which are brought to life through objects and garments: gold and jadeite nose ornaments, ear spools, rock crystal/gold lip plugs, feathered fans and the British Museum’s famous turquoise mask. Stone carvings illustrate the Mexica (Aztec) calendar, religion and agriculture, together with Mexica customs and episodes from

the conquest in rare codices – handwritten, illustrated manuscripts based on oral testimony. The final galleries show paintings of the conquest by European painters but painted centuries later, giving a different interpretation of the events depicted.

This was a fascinating exhibition packed with so much information and only a passing reference to the rather gory practices of this civilization.  

NEWS FROM THE MUSEUM
We live in interesting times.  There has been plenty to be proud of going on in the museum over the last few months – Father Christmas’ visit, activities for older people, a new course on the archaeology of the South West, retaining our Quality Assured Visitor Attraction status – but the recent reports in the media about the future of the museum are overshadowing our achievements.

The media coverage is based on a report to North Somerset Council’s Community Services Policy and Scrutiny Panel.  The report was for information only.  It explained the work to be done to “re-commission” a number of the council’s services, including the museum, so that they are no longer delivered by the council.  The report mentions the “preferred outcome” for each service.  For the museum this is:

A fundamental revision to the service to include:

· The rationalisation and transfer of the Collections to new storage facilities.

· Creating the Curatorial capacity and facilities to introduce ongoing touring & temporary exhibitions.

· Develop a new profit-making themed visitor attraction in a prominent location which exploits the museum’s collections.

· Close down & dispose of the Burlington Street site.

· Create joint management arrangements with neighbouring museum authorities with the aim of establishing a Museums Trust

Work on re-commissioning has already begun.  Further information about the process will be released in the near future, but after the deadline for this edition of the Friends Newsletter.  The programme may change and develop as it progresses, so do look out for more information.  Because by the time you read this, it may already be out of date.

Nick Goff

Museum Manager
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